
DEMOGRAPHIC STATISTICS MALAYSIA

FIRST QUARTER 2023

33.2 million

1.6%
population growth as

compared to the first

quarter of 2022 (32.6 mil.)

Male Female

Q1 2023 Q1 2023

Sex ratio in Q1 2023:
111 males for 100 females

Q1 2022

17.5 

million

Citizen by Ethnic Group

Age Group

17.4 mil. 

(57.7%)

3.7 mil. 

(12.2%)

6.9 mil. 

(22.8%)
2.0 mil. 

(6.6%)

0.2 mil. 

(0.7%)

Dependency Ratio

Note: The dependency ratio is a measure of the number of
dependents of young age (0-14 years) and/ or old age (65 years
and over) for every 100 population of working age (15-64 years).
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Source: Demographic Statistics Malaysia, First Quarter 2023, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

POPULATION
Citizenship

33.4 10.5

34.1 10.243.9

44.3

Total

Young Age
(0-14 years)

Old Age
(65+ years)

Working Age
(15-64 years)

Other 
Bumiputera

Chinese

IndiansMalay

Others

Q1 2023

Q1 2022

Q1 2023 Q1 2022

Male

Female

0-14 
years

15-64 
years

4.0 million

4.0 million

12.3 million

12.0 million

1.2 million

1.1 million

65+ 
years

3.7 million 10.7 million

10.6 million3.7 million

1.3 million

1.2 million

0-14 
years

15-64 
years

65+ 
years

Q1 2022

Q1 202330.4 million

30.2 million

2.8 million

2.4 million



77,203

(69.2%)

14,064

(12.6%)

9,892

(8.8%)

4,424

(4.0%)

6,021

(5.4%)

72,088

(70.4%)

12,438

(12.1%)

9,112

(8.9%)
4,021

(3.9%)

4,807

(4.7%)

Other 
Bumiputera

Chinese

Indians

Others include Non-Citizens

Malay

Source: Demographic Statistics Malaysia, First Quarter 2023, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

24,812

(52.0%)

5,177

(10.8%)

12,495

(26.2%)

4,028

(8.4%)

1,255

(2.6%)

Other 
Bumiputera

Chinese

Indians

Others include Non-Citizens

Malay

Year Month
Change 

(YoY)
Number

2
0

2
2

p

January 3.6 16,760

February 10.5 15,842

March 39.8 21,521

January - March 17.9 54,123

2
0

2
3

p

January -0.5 16,674

February -3.7 15,255

March -26.4 15,838

January - March -11.7 47,767

Year Month
Change 

(YoY)
Number

2
0

2
2

p

January 10.4 35,986

February -4.2 31,968

March -9.6 34,512

January - March -1.6 102,466

2
0

2
3

p

January 11.3 40,050

February 13.3 36,227

March 2.4 35,327

January - March 8.9 111,604

Q1 
2022

Q1 
2022

Q1 
2023

Q1 
2023

LIVE BIRTHS

DEATHS

Mother Age Group

1,770

46,376

57,491

5,967
1,422

42,948

52,400

5,696

<20 years 20-29 years 30-39 years 40+ years

 Q1 2023 Q1 2022

Ethnic Group

Age Group

1,191 3,396
9,493

33,687

1,079
3,650

10,480

38,914

0-14 years 15-40 years 41-59 years 60+ years

 Q1 2023 Q1 2022

8.9%
live births as

compared to

the first quarter

2022 (102,466)

Male Babies

Q1 2022: 52,966

Q1 2023: 57,654

Female Babies

Q1 2022: 49,500

Q1 2023: 53,950

111,604

11.7%

deaths as

compared to

the first quarter

2022 (54,123)

Male

Q1 2022: 30,874

Q1 2023: 27,357

Female

Q1 2022: 23,249

Q1 2023: 20,410

47,767

Ethnic Group

29,252

(54.0%)

5,551

(10.3%)

13,570

(25.1%)
4,337

(8.0%)

1,413

(2.6%)



Source: Demographic Statistics Malaysia, First Quarter 2023, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

Q1/2000: 

130,423

Q1/2022p: 102,466

Q1/2023p: 111,604
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▪ A total of 111,604 live births
was recorded in the first
quarter 2023, an increase of
8.9 per cent as compared
to the first quarter 2022
(102,466 births).

▪ First quarter of 2000
recorded the highest
number of births as
compared to the same
quarter in the period of

2000 to 2023.

Live births increased
8.9 per cent

Live births by quarterly, Malaysia,

2000-2023p (Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4)

Q1/2000: 25,583

Q1/2022p: 54,123

Q1/2023p: 47,767
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Deaths by quarterly, Malaysia,

2000-2023p (Q1, Q2, Q3, Q4)

▪ A total of 47,767 deaths was
recorded for the first quarter
2023, a decrease of
11.7 per cent as compared
to the first quarter 2022
(54,123 deaths).

▪ First quarter of 2022
recorded the highest
number of deaths as
compared to the same
quarter in the period of
2000 to 2023.

Deaths decreased
11.7 per cent

Live Births and Deaths (Number and Rate) by Quarter,

2010-2023p, Malaysia

CBR: 3.4 

CDR: 1.4 

0.0

1.0

2.0

3.0

4.0

5.0

0

20,000

40,000

60,000

80,000

100,000

120,000

140,000

160,000

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

Q
2

Q
3

Q
4

Q
1

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022p 2023p

R
a

te
 (

p
e

r 
1

,0
0

0
 p

o
p

u
la

ti
o

n
)

N
u

m
b

e
r

Live births Deaths Crude birth rate (CBR) Crude death rate (CDR)

0



Source: Demographic Statistics Malaysia, First Quarter 2023, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

Population (thousand)

33,161.5

Live Births

111,604

Deaths

47,767

Deaths due to COVID-19
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Kedah

1,771.4 

4,758

2,988

2

Pulau Pinang

2,554.5 

7,616

5,102
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2,508.9

8,421
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4

Kelantan

Terengganu

Pahang

Johor

Sarawak

Sabah

W.P. Labuan

MALAYSIA

1,021.0

3,331

1,462

4

Melaka

➢ Three states with the highest population in the first quarter 2023 were Selangor (21.7%) followed

by Johor (12.3%) and Sabah (10.4%).

➢ Selangor recorded the highest number of live births with 21,148 births (18.9%) while Wilayah

Persekutuan Labuan recorded the lowest births with 361 births (0.3%).

➢ In terms of death, Selangor recorded the highest number with 7,548 deaths (15.8%) while

Wilayah Persekutuan Labuan recorded the lowest deaths with 66 deaths (0.1%).

➢ Selangor recorded the highest number of COVID-19 deaths (31 deaths) while no death was

recorded in Kelantan and Wilayah Persekutuan Labuan.

Demographic Statistics by State, First Quarter 2023p, Malaysia



Source: Demographic Statistics Malaysia, First Quarter 2023, Department of Statistics Malaysia (DOSM)

Notes: 
p Preliminary
• Quarterly period: Q1=January–March; Q2=April–June; Q3=July–September; Q4=October–December.
• The added total may differ due to rounding.
• These statistics were revised based on MyCensus 2020.

MyDemography
www.dosm.gov.my/mydemography

MyCOD
www.dosm.gov.my/mycod

✓ MyPopulation

✓ MyVital

✓ MyAgeing

✓ MyGender

For more information on demographic statistics in Malaysia, please visit:

✓ Statistics on causes of death by

demographic characteristics.
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Year Malaysia United 

Kingdom

United 

States of 

America

Canada Indonesia Australia Japan Republic 

of Korea

Viet Nam Philippines

2022 3,553 14,797 157,725 7,635 10,995 3,755 9,732 10,965 10,099 7,745

2023 96 10,879 34,598 2,503 408 2,053 16,559 2,036 0 1,050

Deaths due to COVID-19 in the First Quarter for Selected Countries 
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