
Full list of Desmond Tutu's Awards and Honours 

Awards/Media and Film appearances 

1978 Honorary Doctorate of Divinity, General Theological Seminary, USA 

Fellow of King's College,London, England 

Honorary Doctorate of Civil Law, University of Kent, England 

1979 Honorary Doctorate of Laws, Harvard University, USA 

1980 Prix d'Athene Onassis Foundation, Greece 

1981 Honorary Doctorate of Theology, Ruhr University, Bochum, West Germany 

Honorary Doctorate of Divinity, University of Aberdeen, Scotland 

Newsmaker of the Year, Southern African Society of Journalists, South Africa 

1982 Honorary Doctorate of Sacred Theology Columbia University, USA 

1983 Family of Man Gold Medal Award  

1984 Martin Luther King Junior Humanitarian Award, USA 

Nobel Peace Prize, Oslo, Norway 

Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters Saint Paul's College, Virginia, USA  

Honorary Doctorate of Laws, Claremont Graduate University, USA 

Honorary Doctorate of Sacred Theology Dickinson College, USA 

Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters Howard University, USA 

1985 Freedom of the City, Florence, Italy 

1986 Freedom of the City, Merthyr Tydfil, Wales 

Magubela prize for liberty   

1987 Freedom of the City, Durham, England 

Pacem in Terris Award, USA 

Honorary Doctorate of Laws, University of the West Indies, West Indies 

1988 Chancellor of the University of the Western Cape, Cape Town, South Africa 

1989 Third World Prize (jointly)  

1990 Freedom of the City, Lewisham, England 



Freedom of the City, Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo 

Honorary Degree, Oxford University, England 

Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters, University of Missouri-Kansas City, USA  

Nuclear Age Peace Foundation's Distinguished Peace Leadership Award, California, USA 

1991 Fellow of the African Academy of Sciences, Nairobi, Kenya 

1992 Bishop John T. Walker, Distinguished Humanitarian Service Award  

1993 Honorary Doctorate, Albion College, Albion,  USA  

1995 Chaplain and Sub-Prelate of Venerable Order of Saint John  

1996 Order for Meritorious Service Award (Gold), South Africa 

Award for Outstanding Service to the Anglican Communion, England 

1997 Humanitarian Award, African Times, New York, United States of America 

Bill of Rights Award, American Civil Liberation Union Fund, USA 

ROBIE Award, Jackie Robinson Foundation, New York, USA 

1998 Grand Officer of the Légion d'honneur, France 

Roosevelt Freedom Award, Middelburg, The Netherlands 

Honorary Degree, Bishop's University, Canada 

1999 Albert Schweitzer Humanitarian Award,  USA  

Order of Merit Grand Cross, Germany 

Dedicatee of the Annual Survey of American Law, New York University School of Law, USA  

Order of Meritorious Service (Gold), South Africa 

Sydney Peace Prize, Sydney, Australia 

Freedom of the City, Kingston upon Hull, England 

Honorary Doctorate of Divinity, University of Cambridge, England 

Honorary Doctorate, Florida International University, USA 

Honorary Doctorate, University of Hull, England 

Wilberforce Medal, England 

 



2000 Delta Prize for Global Understanding, Atlanta, USA  

Honorary Doctorate of Laws, University of Toronto, Canada 

Honorary Degree, Yale University, USA 

Honorary Doctorate of Divinity, University of Trinity College, Canada 

Honorary Doctorate of Laws, University of Alberta, Canada 

Honorary Doctorate of Humanities, Seattle University, USA 

Honorary Doctorate, Pompeu Fabra University, Spain 

Honorary Doctorate of Laws, Osgoode Hall Law School, Canada 

Honorary Degree, University of Oklahoma, USA 

Athenagoras Prize for Human Rights, Chicago, USA 

2001 One room named for Desmond Tutu at Southwark Cathedral[1] London, England 

Honorary Degree, Fort Hare University, South Africa 

2002 Honorary Doctorate, Vaal University of Technology, South Africa 

Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters University of Washington, USA 

Honorary Doctorate, Potchefstroom University, South Africa 

Honorary Doctorate of Theology, University of Pretoria, South Africa 

Dr. Jean Mayer Global Citizenship Award, Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts, USA 

2003 International Advocate for Peace Award Cardozo School of Law, USA 

Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania, USA 

Honorary Doctorate of Laws, Rhodes University, South Africa 

Golden Plate Award, Academy of Achievement, USA  

Honorary Doctorate of Divinity, Willamette University, USA 

Père Marquette Discovery Award, Marquette University, USA 

2004 Honorary Doctorate, Warsaw University, Poland 

 Liverpool Hope University, England 

Honorary Doctorate of Laws, University of British Columbia, Canada 

2005 Action Against Hunger Humanitarian Award, New York, NY, USA 



Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters Berea College, USA 

Gandhi Peace Prize, India 

Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters University of North Florida, USA  

Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters Fordham University, USA 

Chartered Institute of Public Relations' President's Medal, Harrogate, England 

Honorary Doctorate, Ghent University, Belgium 

2006 Union Medal Union Theological Seminary, USA 

Light of Truth Award from the International Campaign for Tibet Brussels, Belgium 

Desmond Tutu Centre for the ARROW Project founded Plymouth, England 

Honorary Doctorate in Public Service, The College of William & Mary, USA  

Gandhi King Ikeda Community Builder’s Prize, Morehouse College, USA 

King Hussein Prize, New York, USA 

2007 Honorary Doctorate in Education, Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, South Africa 

Alumnus of the Year, King's College London, England 

Mahatma Gandhi Global Nonviolence Award, James Madison University, USA  

Honorary Doctorate of Laws, University of Ulster, Northern Ireland 

Profiles in Courage Award, Danish Kennedy Society, Denmark 

Honorary Fellowship, Guild of Church Musicians, London, England 

 Marion Doenhoff Prize for International Reconciliation and Understanding, Germany 

Washington National Cathedral Prize for Advancement in Religious Understanding

 Washington, USA 

Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters University of Pittsburgh, USA  

Honorary Doctorate of Humane Letters Carnegie Mellon University, USA  

Honorary Doctorate, Wheelock College, USA 

Honorary Doctorate of Humanities, James Madison University, USA 

Honorary Doctorate, Queen's University Belfast, Northern Ireland 

2008 OUTSPOKEN Award, International Gay and Lesbian Human Rights Commission, San 

Francisco, USA 



Lincoln Leadership Prize Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library Foundation, Chicago, USA  

J. William Fulbright Prize for International Understanding, United States Department of 

State, USA 

2009 Spiritual Leadership Award, Humanity's Team, Pretoria, South Africa 

Honorary Doctorate in Theology Faculty of Protestant Theology at the University of Vienna, 

Austria 

Honorary Doctorate, University of Geneva, Switzerland 

Honorary Doctorate, Bangor University, Wales 

Presidential Medal of Freedom, United States of America 

2010 Juliet Hollister Awards for ensuring civil rights and religious freedom for all, New York,USA 

2011 Global Treasure Award, Skoll World Forum, Oxford, England 

Media/film appearances 

1986  Tutu the Album by Miles Davis is dedicated to Tutu. The title track, written by Marcus Miller, 

has become a jazz fusion standard. 

1988  Gimme Hope Jo'anna the hit single by Eddy Grant, which was banned by the South African 

Government, mentions Tutu as "The Archbishop who's a peaceful man." 

1999 Epidemic Africa 

Cape Divided  

A Force More Powerful 

2000 Long Night's Journey into Day  

2003 Bonhoeffer  

2004–2005 Breakfast with Frost - 3 episodes 

Wall Street: A Wondering Trip (TV) 

The Daily Show (1 episode) 

2005 De skrev historie (1 episode) 

The Shot That Shook the World  (TV) 

The Peace DVD  

The Charlie Rose Show (1 episode) 

Out of Africa: Heroes and Icons (TV) 



Big Ideas That Changed the World -TV Series  

Tavis Smiley (1 episode) 

The South Bank Show (1 episode)  

2006  Trumpet Awards  (TV) 

Nobelity DVD  

2007 Tutu at the "Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag"  

For the Bible Tells Me So  

Virgin Radio– Tutu contacted Virgin Radio on 15 October 2007 in the "Who's Calling 

Christian" phone in where famous people ring in to raise a substantial amount of money for 

charity. 

The Foolishness of God: Desmond Tutu and Forgiveness Our Story Our Voice  

2008 Iconoclasts Desmond Tutu and Richard Branson  

I Am Because We Are   

2009 Tutu at the World Economic Forum  

The Late Late Show with Craig Ferguson (for which Ferguson won a Peabody Award)  


